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Just in the middle of each of the four sides there is a
stairway on each terrace leading to the next higher one. In
the case of the six lower terraces the stairway is covered by
a doorway (PI. VII, Fig. 2).

There has been much speculation as to the real nature of
the monument. It is usually described as a stupa, but its
difference from a normal stupa is so glaring that some
explanation is necessary to justify the nomenclature. This
explanation, however, varies with different scholars. Some
look upon the crowning stupa as the essential part of the
structure and regard the rest of the monument merely as its
base. But, then, the different elements of the stiipa become
so obviously disproportionate, that the explanation can be
hardly regarded as entirely satisfactory. Accordingly others
justify the term stflpa by the semicircular outline of the
shilouette of the whole structure which may be clearly seen in
twilight against the background of a setting sun. It is probable
that both the explanations are right and the artists wanted to
emphasise the stupa character of the building not only by the
crowning stupa but also by the general design of the building
as a whole.

Poerbatjaraka, however, maintains that Barabudur corres-
ponds to the description of a stupa given in Mahaparinibbana-
sutta and Divyavadana. Parmentier offers a novel hypothesis.
He thinks that the architect originally designed, after the model
of the Burmese ztupas, a big stupa on the square base of the
sixth terrace. But earthquake or some other natural phenomena
made him afraid that the base might prove too weak to
support the huge superstructure. It was then that he built a
stone embankment round the bottom to give additional strength
to the building and gave up the original design.

Dr. Stutterheim also regards the monument as a stupa, but
he believes that the architect deliberately built the stUpa on
a pyramid. He traces the explanation of this architectural
expedient to a passage in the Old-Javanese text Sang hyang
Kamahayanikan. which compares the human body to a stupa-